212    HISTOEY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

Marduk, the great god of the city, was carried
away and set up in the city of Asshur, that uo
future settlers might be able to secure the protec-
tion of the deity who had raised the city to emi-
nence, Marduk-ushezib was carried a prisoner to
Assyria.1

It was undoubtedly the hope and belief of Sen-
nacherib that he had finally settled the Babylo-
nian question, which had so long burdened him
and former kings of Assyria. There would now,
in his opinion, be no further trouble about the
crowning of kings in Babylon and the taking of
the Lands of Marduk, for the city was a swamp
and Marduk an exile. There would be no more
glorification of the city at the expense of Nineveh,
which was now, by a process of elimination, assur-
edly the chief city of western Asia But in all this
Sennacherib reasoned not as a wise man. He had
indeed blotted out the city, but tlie site hallowed
by custom and venerated for centuries remained.
He had slain or driven into exile its citizens, but
in the hearts of the survivoi*s there burned still the
old patriotism, the old pride of citizenship in a
world city. He had humbled tlie Babylonians
indeed, but what of the Chaldeans who had al-
ready produced a Merodach-baladan and might
produce another like him, who would seek revenge
for the punishment of his race and its allies in
Babylonia? From a purely commercial point of
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